I. Prepare the heart.
A. Prepare the heart by purifying the heart.
1. Purify the heart by___________from the heart (Rom. 6:16-18; 1 Pet. 1:21-25).
2. Purify the heart by___________the heart.
a. One must purge_______ things from his heart (Mat. 15:19).
b. One must purge the______ man with his deeds (Col. 3:1ff).
B. Prepare the heart by_____________the heart.
1. Purpose the heart to persevere.
a. Persevere through__________(Jam. 1:2; Rev. 2:2-3).
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1. Search God’s Word.
a. Search God’s Word through____________ (1 Tim. 4:13).
b. Search God’s Word through______________(Psa. 1:2).
2. Seek God’s commands.
a. __________ of God’s commands are_______________ (Psa. 119:172).
b. We are righteous when we_______ righteousness (1 John 3:7).
B. One must maintain the rules.
1. One maintains the rules by staying on the course (2 Tim. 4:7).
a. We must________ a_______ fight,________ the course, and_______ the
_________ (2 Tim. 4:7).
b. We must strive for____________but do it_____________ (2 Tim. 2:5).
2. One maintains the rules by_____________effort (Heb. 2:1-2).
a. We must give the more__________ heed to the things we have heard
(Heb. 2:1-2).
b. We bring ourselves into_____________ (1 Cor. 9:27).
c. We must_______ His commandments to________ Him (1 John 2:3-5).
III. Press toward the goal.
A. Run to_____________ the goal (1 Cor. 9:24-25).
1. Runners in a_________ race run to obtain a___________ crown (1 Cor. 9:24).
2. Runners in a__________race run to obtain a_________ crown (1 Cor. 9:24b-25).
a. Runners in the spiritual race run to obtain an_____________crown (1 Cor.
9:25).
b. Runners in the spiritual race run with that_______in mind (Phi. 3:13-14).
B. Run to maintain the goal (Heb. 12:1-3).
1. Christians are encouraged to consider the possibility of not____________the race
(1 Cor. 9:27).

2. Christians are encouraged to consider witnesses who finished the race (Heb. 11;
12:1-2).
a. We must run the race that is set before us (Heb. 12:1).
b. We must look unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith (Heb.
12:2ff).
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June 2—5:00 p.m.
June 3-5—7:00 p.m.
Children’s classes
Lesson 1: Goodness: Daniel Does Right (Daniel 6)
Lesson 2: Courage: David is Brave (1 Samuel 17)
Lesson 3: Truth: Micaiah Speaks for God (1 Kings 22:1-28)
Lesson 4: Kindness: Four Men Help a Friend
Lesson 5: Bonus Lesson: Jesus Christ: The True Superhero
Adult Classes:
June 2: The Need for Evangelism: Roy Williams
June 3: Jesus’ Method for Evangelism: Kaleb Hall
June 4: Cornelius’ Method for Evangelism: Derek Porter
June 5: Methods for Evangelism That Are Available: Jameson Steward
*Let us invite as many as we can to our upcoming VBS!
ANSWER TO LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Proverbs 31:10-31

Running the Christian Race

QUESTION: Does God tempt us to commit sin? Where is the passage that gives this answer?

UPCOMING EVENTS
•
•
•
•

TODAY---------------------Singing at 12:00 today (no eating today)
TONIGHT------------------Meeting with the teachers for VBS after afternoon services.
May 28----------------------Gospel singing at Sixth Avenue-7:00 p.m.
June 2-5--------------------- VBS at West Walker

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

25---Robert Brown
21—Chris and Shanna Robbins
25---Liam Robbins
27---Gail Windham
28---Lynn Honeycutt
30---Jasmine Griggs

SERMONS
A.M: Running the Christian Race
P.M: Singing and Devo

SCRIPTURE READING
A.M: 1 Cor. 9:24-27
P.M: ------------------

PRAYER LIST

Sandra Hunt—has pneumonia
Linda McDonald—she has bronchitis but is doing a little better.
Don Blackwell family
Glen Lockhart—recovering from knee procedure
Shanna Robbins
Jewel Holliday—stroke and going through rehab
Karen Grigg’s daughter, Jasmine.
Ryder Willingham
Fred and Romaine Elliot
Tommy Richardson
Lynn Honeycutt
Wyatt Span—there are some spots on the spinal cord. There will be chemo treatments for that.
Margaret Gober—home on hospice care.

Greg and Shirley Myers

SICK LIST

Neil and Carolyn Myers

James and Abigail Stafford

THE WEST WALKER WELCOMER
westwalkerchurchofchrist.org
May 19, 2019
Schedule of Services:
Sunday:
Bible class---- 9:30 a.m.
Worship------- 10:20 a.m.
Worship------- 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday:
Bible class---- 7:00 p.m.

Keeping the Goal in Mind
David Stafford
What motivates the runner to keep running the race? What
motivates the musician to keep practicing? What motivates the
Christian to keep living faithfully? The motivation to keep running,
practicing, or living is the goal. The runner knows his goal is the
finish line. The musician knows his goal is performing well. The
faithful Christian knows his goal is heaven (Mat. 6:19-21). The
Elders:
faithful Christian has the same focus as Paul, who said, “Brethren, I
Carl Myers
count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I
205-221-0637
do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize
Neil Myers
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14). We
205-924-9289
as Christians must keep this goal in mind.
Keep the goal in mind when we experience comfort. Let us
Bruce Windham
not be too consumed with the things of this world (Col. 3:1-2) and
205-221-2348
forget about our goal. This world can distract us from our goal. Some
have left the faith, because they have concerned themselves too much
Deacons:
with worldly things rather than spiritual things (c.f. Mat. 6:19-21).
Danny Busby
Some have become busier with recreational activities such as
205-300-0966
football, baseball, and band and have forgotten about goal of heaven.
Heaven is too great to miss, so let us keep this goal in our minds
David Preston
(Rev. 21:4).
205-300-1927
Keep the goal in mind when we experience trials. We must
count it joy when we experience various trials, because they produce
Kevin Richardson
patience (Jam. 1:2-4). When we forget about the goal, we quit the
205-295-8864
Christian life when we experience trials. If we keep the goal in mind,
we have the motivation to stand firm (1 Cor. 15:58). We must
Chris Robbins
consider the great cloud of witnesses, who remained faithful (Heb.
205-388-1354
11-12:1), and we must ultimately look unto Jesus, the author and
finisher of our faith (Heb. 12:1-2).
Vince Roden
Brethren, let us keep the goal of heaven in our minds. When
205-471-3747
Fellowship, freedom from s life is going well, keep the goal in mind. When life is difficult, keep
the goal in mind and endure, focusing on the goal of finishing. The
Preacher:
Christian life is worth living, because there is a great goal of which
David Stafford
we should all be aiming, and that is heaven (Phi. 3:13-14).
662-882-3401

